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Town of Cheswold 
Minutes of the Monthly Town Council Meeting 

Monday – January 5, 2015  
6:30 p.m. 

Cheswold Town Hall 
691 Main Street 

Cheswold, Delaware 19936 
 
 
 
The following persons were in attendance:  

Mayor Don Tinari 
Vice Mayor Bob Sine 

Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson 

 
Police Department:  Chief Christopher Workman   
 
Planning Commission:   0 
 
Town Employees:  0 
 
# of Cheswold Fire Company Present:  0 
 
# of Visitors:  0 
 
 
Notice: 
Notice of this meeting hs been made in accordance with the Delaware Open Meeting Act, by properly posting it 
on December 18, 2014, on the Town of Cheswold website at:  http://www.cheswold.delaware.gov.  Copies of 
the agenda were posted outside the Cheswold Town Hall; in the local Post Office; at the Fox Pointe 
Management Office and on the Official Web Site for the Town of Cheswold, at 
http://www.cheswold.delaware.gov; and was filed with the Clerk of the Town of Cheswold on  
December 18, 2014.    
 
The Agenda was revised and reposted on December 31, 2014.   The revision was necessary to add the review 
of the Annexation Agreement for the Miller and Jarrell properties to New Business.  In addition, copies of the 
agenda were available for pick-up at the Town Hall. 
 
Meeting: 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Tinari, at 6:31 pm, and was immediately followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a Moment of Silence. 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 
 
 
Recognition of Proper Posting of Meeting: 
The Mayor called a proper posting of the meeting and Secretary Callender acknowledged that the original 
posting of the meeting indicated that it would be held at the Cheswold Fire Hall.  This was not brought to her 
attention until the night of the meeting and prior to the meeting, a notice was created indicating that the 
meeting would be held at the Cheswold Town Hall and was posted to the Cheswold Fire Hall doors by  
Chief Workman. 
 
 
 
Roll Call: 
The Mayor requested Secretary Callender to conduct a roll call of Council members and attendance was 
confirmed as noted above.  A quorum of members was presented to the Mayor and the meeting continued. 
 
 
 
Agenda Review: 
Mayor Tinari requested the Council review the accuracy of the agenda and for a motion to accept as presented 
or to make changes and amendment requests as needed. 
 
A motion to accept the agenda as presented was made by Vice Mayor Sine and seconded by Councilperson 
Sherry Lambertson.  A roll call vote on the motion was as follows: 
 

         Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 
Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
 
 

Review of Previous Month’s Minutes: 
Mayor Tinari requested the Council to review the accuracy of the previous month’s meeting and for a motion 
to accept them as presented or to make changes and amendment requests as needed. 
 
The minutes to be reviewed were as follows: 

December 2, 2014 – Monthly Town Council Meeting   
No minutes were available  

 Meeting was Cancelled due to a lack of a quorum 
December 16, 2014 – Town Council Workshop Meeting 

 
A motion to accept the minutes of the December 16 meeting, as presented was made by Vice Mayor Bob Sine 
and with a second to the motion from Councilperson Sherry Lambertson, the votes were as follows: 
 

         Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 
Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
The Mayor requested Council to make any necessary statements or to make a motion to approve the following 
Treasury Reports. 
 

1. a.  The Treasurer’s Report for the Month of December, 2014 are as follows: 
 

                                               Monthly Cash Flow Comparisons 
TOWN of CHESWOLD December, 2014 

Cash Receipts   $ 26,391.35 
Cash Disbursements   $ 40,376.81 

Negative Monthly Cash Flow   $ 13,985.46 
 

ADMINISTRATION December, 2014 
Cash Receipts   $ 15,746.35 

Cash Disbursements   $ 34,450.99 
Negative Monthly Cash Flow   $ 18,707.64 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT December, 2014 

Cash Receipts    $   9,462.00 
Cash Disbursements    $   6,480.07 

Positive Monthly Cash Flow    $   3,621.93 
 

PUBLIC WORKS December, 2014 
Cash Receipts   $   1,186.00 

Cash Disbursements   $        85.75 
Positive Monthly Cash Flow   $   1,100.25 

       
 

2.  The Treasurer’s Report, (Account Balances), for the Month of December, 2014 is as follows: 
 
 

As of: December, 2014 
Capital Account $   7,601.11 

Cheswold Pride Day Account $   4,515.40 
Eide Grant Fund Account $   6,600.94 

Fire Company Account $   3,317.69 
General Fund Account $ 35,208.40 

Land Use Applicant’s Account $    4,685.21 
Litigation Account $ 6,812.39 

Municipal Street Aid Account $34,604.63 
Salle Grant Fund Account $  4,166.51 

 
 
A motion to accept the Treasury Report as presented was made by Vice Mayor Sine and Councilperson 
Lambertson made a second to the motion.   The votes on the motion were as follows: 

 
                  Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 

Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 
 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report “continued”: 

 
3.  Requisitions 

 Nothing to Report 
 

4. Proposed Purchases – Nothing to Report  
 
 
 
Tax Collector’s Report: 
a. Month of December, 2014 

 
TAX REPORT: FISCAL YEAR 2014 – 2015 

 
Total Amount Billed:  $132,269.33 
                                               Payments as of: 
             Current Year;   Past Due:    

07/31/2014 $ 27,746.42 $ 1,743.56 
08/31/2014 $ 59,550.10 $    767.97 
09/30/2014 $ 22,408.34 $    280.82 
10/31/2014 $   1,494.95 $    286.71 
11/30/2014 $         69.60 $         5.90 
12/31/2014 $   2,542.00 $    264.65 
01/31/2015   
02/28/2015   
03/31/2015   
04/30/2015   
05/31/2015   
06/30/2015   

 
A motion to accept the Tax Report as presented was made by Vice Mayor Sine and Councilperson Lambertson 
made a second to the motion.   The votes on the motion were as follows: 

 
                  Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 

Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 
 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
 
Police Department Report – Chief Christopher Workman 
 

• Christmas Thanks  
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Vice Mayor Bob Sine; Secretary/Treasurer  
Theon Callender; Town Clerk Shadina Jones; Shooters Choice and their customers; Wal-mart;  
Mr. Arne Grandell; Tatoo Mafia and the Cheswold News and Tobacco for their donations this Christmas.  
With their assistance we were able to provide Christmas trees, Christmas dinners and gifts for three 
Chewold families this Holiday season. 
 
Without your generosity we would not have been able to provide this service.  THANK YOU..   
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 

 
 

Police Department Report “continued”: – Chief Christopher Workman 
 
 

• NEW YEAR 2015 
Welcome to a New Year and 2015, which will bring new opportunities and new challenges.  With the 
annexations and the addition of the Family Dollar, we will experience changes to the way we approach law 
enforcement in the Town of Cheswold.  I look forward to the New Year and the opportunities that it brings. 
 

• TRAINING 
The Officers of the Cheswold Police Department attended 336 hours of training during the year on Firearms; 
AED/CPR; Taser Use: Basic Criminal Investigations and Domestic Violence to name a few. 
 
In 2015, we will continue to reinforce training to add to the growth of Officers within the Police Department 
by focusing on training on Criminal Investigations; Use of Force; Ethics in Law Enforcement and Community 
Policing. 
 

• ALARM INFORMATION 
Eight, (8), letters were sent to residents who have alarm systems but have not registered them with the Police 
Department.  Those violators were not fined, but given an opportunity to register their systems in the next 
thirty, (30), days.   Any alarms to these residents will be cited as per the Ordinance, if they do not register their 
alarm system and Officers are dispatched to respond to their residence. 
 
Letters were also sent to violators who have had more than two alarms and they were warned that effective, 
January 1, 2015, fines will be issued for excessive alarms. 
 

• YEARLY WORK HOURS 
The hours worked by the three Officers of the Town during 2014, were as follows: 
 

                       Total Worked = 6,084.50 hours 
                  Overtime = 94.5 hours 

                                          Compensation Time = 42.0 hours  
                   Vacation = 196.0 hours 
                 Sick Time = 26.5 hours 
        Personal Time = 96.0 hours 

                                        Compensation Hours = 10.5 hours 
 

• TRAFFIC SUMMONS - Officers issued 122 traffic summons’s during the month of December, 2014. 
 

• ETHNIC BREAKDOWN of TRAFFIC SUMMONS – 1,961 Summons were issued in 2014 
 

TOTAL MALES = 1096 PERCENTAGE TOTAL FEMALES = 865 PERCENTAGE 
Caucasian = 688 62% Caucasian = 531 61% 

African American = 385 35% African American = 311 35% 
Asian = 15 2% Asian = 19 3% 
Other = 8 1% Other = 4 1% 

 
 

• MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT –  
o Officers answered 94 calls for service in December. 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 

 
 

Police Department Report “continued”: – Chief Christopher Workman 
 

• YEARLY STATS – Cheswold Police Department – COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 
•  

 
*Stats for 2103 were not recorded until Feb. 2013         OTAL CALLS         941         1014 
 
  
 

COMPLAINT TYPE 2013* 2014 
Noise Complaint  5 8  
Offensive Touching  1  3 
Open Door  1  5 
Overdose  1  1 
Parking Violation  1  1 
PFA Service  1  0 
PFA Violation 1   1 
Property Check  169  160 
Public Assistance  47  55 
Pursuit  1  1 
Rape  1  0 
Relay 2 3 
Repossession  3  1 
Resisting Arrest  2  7 
Robbery  1  0 
Sex Crime  4  1 
Shoplifting 3  1 
Shots Fired  3  0 
Solicitation  0 2 
Stolen Vehicle  3 0 
Suspicious Noise  1 1 
Suspicious Person  14 22 
Suspicious Vehicle  9 11 
Terroristic Threatening  3 5 
Theft  8 16 
Traffic Hazard / Service  14 11 
Traffic Violation  60 127 
Trespass  5 7 
Unassigned  0 1 
Unfounded  2 1 
Vehicle Abandoned  2 3 
Vehicle Disabled  1 5 
Vehicle Recovered  0 1 
Vehicle Unauthorized Use  1 1 
Warrant Service  0 1 
Weapon Gun  1 0 
Welfare Check  19 23 

COMPLAINT TYPE 2013* 2014 
911 Disconnect 22 23 
Accident – Hit & Run 1 5 
Accident – Property Damage 9 13 
Accident – Personal Injury 1 1 
AED/CPR 1 2 
Alarms 38 66 
Alcohol Violations 14 2 
Animal Complaints 1 2 
Assault 11 6 
Assist Other Agency 87 170 
Burglary 2 7 
Burning 1 0 
Check on Welfare 2 0 
Civil Dispute 2 8 
Court Violation 7 3 
Criminal Impersonation 0 3 
Criminal Mischief 14 12 
Custody Dispute 0 1 
Death Investigation 2 1 
Disorderly 14 9 
Domestic 68 52 
Drugs 19 13 
DUI 3 4 
Fight 2 12 
Found Property 2 3 
Fraud 3 7 
Fugitive 41 70 
Harassment 3 5 
Lockjock 2 3 
Lost Property 0 2 
Lost /Stolen Tag 1 0 
Loud Party 7 2 
Medical Transport 1 0 
Megan’s Law 5 4 
Mental Patient 7 4 
Miscellaneous Investigation 4 1 
Missing Person 7 11 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 

 
 

Police Department Report “continued”: – Chief Christopher Workman 
 
• Monthly Incident Report – December, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheswold Fire Company Report –Fireman Fred Neese   
• Status Report –   

o Fireman Neese was not in attendance, therefore there was nothing to report 
 
 

Public Works Report – Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
• Status Report –  

Mrs. Callender reported that Mr. Burns submitted the December report to her, but she forgot to print it 
and would send a copy to the Council after the meeting.    The following report was forwarded on the 
next day: 

 

PERMITS 
ISSUED 

NEW 
VIOLATIONS 

CLOSED 
VIOLATIONS 

BUSINESS 
LICENSES 
ISSUED 

BUILDING 
INSPECTIONS 

Dec. 
2014 6 3 0 4 6 

 

OTHER 
33 New St.  - Received first $100.00 payment for clean-up. 
    Payments set up for monthly $100.00 auto payments 
41 New St. - Continuing to work with bank on porch removal 

911 Disconnects = 0 Fraud = 1 Resisting Arrest = 0 
Accidents-H/R = 1 Fugitives = 7 Robberies = 0 
Accidents-PD = 1 Harassment = 0 Sex Crimes = 0 
AED/CPR = 1 Lock Jock = 0 Solicitation = 0 
Alarms = 2 Lost Property = 1 Stolen Vehicle = 0 
Alcohol Violations = 0 Loud Party = 1 Suspicious Person/s = 1 
Animal Comp = 0 Megan’s Law = 0 Suspicious Vehicle/s = 1 
Assaults = 0 Mental Patient = 0 Terroristic Threat/s = 0 
Assist Other Agencies = 19 Misc. Investigation = 0 Thefts = 2 
Burglary = 1 Missing Person = 0 Traffic Hazards = 2 
Civil Dispute = 0 Noise Complaint = 0 Traffic Violations = 31 
Court Violation = 0 Offensive Touching = 0 Trespass = 2 
Criminal Impersonation = 0 Open Door/Window = 0 Unassigned = 0 
Criminal Mischief = 2 Overdose = 0 Unfounded = 0 
Disorderly = 1 PFA Violation = 0 Vehicle/s – Abandoned = 0 
Domestics = 1 Property Checks = 13 Vehicle/s – Recovered =0 
Drugs = 1 Public Assistance = 3 Vehicle/Unauthzd Use = 0 
DUI = 0 Pursuit = 0 Welfare Check = 1 
Fight = 0 Relay = 0  
Found Property = 0 Repossessions = 0  
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 

 
 

Planning Commission Report - Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
• Status Report –   

o Town Hall Parking Lot –  
We are continuing to wait on approval from the Kent Conservation District.  According to them  
if our parking lot were 5, 000 square feet or less, we would not have been subjected to the  
amount and degree of paper work requested.   The additional requests are required by DNREC. 
 

o Status Report on Old Town Water Project – 
Per Town Engineer Tom Wilkes, Resource Mapping is complete and he is in the process of 
drafting the required reports. 
 

o Review of PC Memo 14-014 – 
The Memo recommends the review and approval of adding a new article to the Land Use 
Ordinance to be numbered as Article 4-9 and entitled as Re-Zoning.   Mrs. Callender explained 
that generally re-zoning is highly discouraged, but in the original zoning of Cheswold and due 
to some geographical and environmental changes, it has and may become necessary to re-zone.  
As a result the Planning Commission has developed the new article advising and instructing 
and how and when to engage in a re-zoning process.     
 
As there were no questions, comments or suggestions for changes from the Council, the Article 
will be moved to the Public Hearing stage of the Resolution and Ordinance process. 
 
 

Old Business - Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
• Vote on Issues of Public Hearing held at 6:00 p.m., Cheswold Town Hall 

Prior to the Council meeting, there was a Public Hearing held to receive public comments concerning  
amendments to the 2010 Comprehensive Plan and to revise Article 7 – Table 7.2 of the Land Use 
Ordinance. 
 
The amendments to the Comp Plan were required by the Office of State Planning Coordination as a 
result of the annexation application from Our Grace Land Holding to be zoned as R–3.   The 
amendments were necessary to reflect Residential Zoning for that property on Map #7 – Five Year 
Growth Plan and Proposed Land Use Plan and to amend the description of the 5 Year Growth Area to 
reflect the intent of the Town to expand Residential zoning to the east side of Route 13. 
 
The revisions to Article 7 are associated with Table 7.2 of the Land Use Ordinance and specifically adds 
a requirement for a Site Plan review in the C-1 Zone for Motor Vehicle Sales & Services and a Site Plan 
review in the R-1; R-2; R-3; R-4; C-1 and C-2 Zones of Not Grouped Elsewhere – Accessory Uses. 
 
There was no public comment against any of the items presented at the hearing.  Secretary/Treasurer 
Callender made a motion to prepare the associated resolutions for approval by the Council at the 
January Town Council Workshop.  A second to the motion was made by Vice-Mayor Bob Sine and the 
votes on the motion were as follows: 
 
Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 

Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 
 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 
 
 
Old Business – “cont’d” 

• Enclaves – Mayor Donald Tinari 
Mayor Tinari reported that he thoroughly investigated the situation and handling of enclaves in other 
municipalities, specifically Smyrna and Wyoming.   And from his research it is evident that almost all 
municipalities have an issue with them, and that there is little to nothing to be done about them.  In 
some Towns tax abatements are used as an incentive and in other an attempt to point out the benefits 
of having the services provided by Town are presented to the property owners.   
 
However, it is evident that unless the State Legislature can be persuaded to solve the situation, 
municipalities will be plagued with this issue far into the future.  After some discussion, the Mayor 
expressed his intent to refer the issue to Executive Board of the Delaware League of Local 
Governments. 
 

 
New Business  

• Disposition of Town Truck – Chief Christopher Workman 
The Chief reported that as of January 6, 2015, the truck will be off the federal books and belong 
officially to the Town.  As a result, he will need to obtain the title and subsequent registration.    
However, he already has a prospective purchaser at the price of $15, 000 and he is investigating the 
disposal options fo the lift, which will soon also become Town property.   
 
A motion was made by Vice Mayor Sine and seconded by Councilperson Lambertson to allow Chief 
Workman to dispose of the truck as he has submitted.   The votes on the motion were as follows: 
 
Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 

Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 
 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
 

• Review/Vote on Annexation Agreement of Miller/Jarrell Properties – Sec./Trea. Theon Callender 
Mrs. Callender informed the Council that after discussion with Attorney Walton, she suggests that a 
vote on the Annexation Agreement not be held and that the Council simply review it and decide how to 
advise Mr. Walton to move forward.     
 
After much discussion about the potential and benefits of tax abatements being a part of the agreement 
and the future of enclaves associated with the annexation, not to mention that we have received 
insufficient information about the scope of the annexation, Mrs. Callender was directed to ask Mr. 
Walton to return the agreement to Mr. Barrett Edwards and inform him that a tax abatement will not 
be considered and that additional information about the size and scope of the agreement is necessary. 
 
  

• Agenda for Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting  
o Tuesday, January 20, 2015; Cheswold Town Hall; 691 Main St. 

 Items and/or issues that are pending or occur as new business 
 Resolution to amend 2010 Comprehensive Plan 
 Ordinance to revise Article 7 – Table 7-2 of  Land Use Ordinance 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, January 5, 2015 
 

 
 

Council Member Comments 
• Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender – Nothing to Report 

 
• Vice Mayor Sine – Nothing to Report 

 
• Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Nothing to Report 

 
 

• Mayor’s Comments   
o Nothing to Report 
 
 

Motion to Adjourn –  
A motion was made by Vice Mayor Sine, seconded by Councilperson Callender to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. and the 
votes on the motion were as follows: 

 
Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes                 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes 

Vice Mayor Sine – Yes 
 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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