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Town of Cheswold                                              State of Delaware 
           1856                                                                                                               1787 
 
 
 

 

Town of Cheswold 
Minutes of the Monthly Town Council Meeting 

Monday – March4, 2013     
7:30 p.m.    

Cheswold Fire Hall 
 

 

The following persons were in attendance: 
 

Secretary/Treasurer  Councilperson Theon Callender 
Councilperson Mildred Johnson 

Councilperson Sherry Lambertson  
Vice Mayor Bob Sine – Acting Mayor 

 
 

Excused:  Mayor Donald Tinari  
     

Police Department:  Chief Christopher Workman 
    
Planning Commission: 0 
 
Town Employees:  Town Clerk Shadina Jones 
                               
# of Cheswold Residents Present = 5        
  

# of Visitors = 1  
    

 

Notice: 
Notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Delaware Open Meetings Act, by properly 
posting February 25, 2013, copies of the agenda on the Official Bulletin Board outside the Cheswold 
Town Hall, in the local Post Office , at the Fox Pointe Management Office and on the Official Web Site for 
the Town of Cheswold, at www.cheswoldde.com ; and was filed with the Clerk of the Town of 
Cheswold.  In addition, copies of the agenda were available for pick-up in the Town Hall. 
 

 

MEETING: 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor Bob Sine, acting as Mayor in the absence of Mayor 
Donald Tinari, at 7:35 pm and was immediately followed with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of 
Silence. 
 
 

ROLL CALL: 
At the request of the Acting Mayor, Secretary/Treasurer Callender called the roll of the Council 
members and attendance was confirmed as noted above.   A quorum of members was presented to the 
Mayor and the meeting continued. 

Delaware 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, March4, 2013 

 

Agenda Review: 
Acting Mayor Sine requested the Council review the accuracy of the agenda and for a motion to accept 
as presented or to make changes and amendment requests. 
 

A motion to accept the agenda as presented was made by Councilperson Lambertson and a second was 
made by Councilperson Johnson.   The votes on the motion were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes  

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

 

Review of Previous Month’s Minutes: 
At the request of the Mayor, the Council reviewed the following minutes of the previous month: 

January 7, 2013 –  Monthly Town Council Meeting 
January 17, 2013 – Special Town Council Meeting 

January 22, 2013 – Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
 

Prior to a motion being made, Secretary Callender informed the Acting Mayor and Council that it had 
been brought to her attention by Chief Workman that two corrections needed to be made to the Police 
Department report submitted by him at the Town Council Workshop meeting and that the corrections 
had already been made.   The specific corrections  were as follows: 
 

1.  Bottom of Page 2; Item 7 – Inserted “The Chief will explore if”, at the beginning of the sentence 
before the words, “Mr. White”; and replaced the word other with the words, “most salary”, in 
the same sentence. 

2. Page 3; Item 8 – added to the end of the sentence, “ and that the fund is actually SLEAF, not 
SLUSH, and is provided through the Criminal Justice System”. 

 

Councilperson Lambertson made a motion to accept the minutes as presented with the corrections 
noted by Secretary Callender and Councilperson Johnson made a second to the motion.  The votes on 
the motion were as follows: 
 

   Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
 

a.  The Treasury Report for the Month of FEBRUARY, 2013 was as follows:  
 

TOWN of CHESWOLD:  

CASH RECEIPTS:          $ 14,761.66 

CASH DISBURSEMENTS:    $ 19,454.88 

NEGATIVE  MONTHLY CASH FLOW:    $    4,693.22 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, March4, 2013 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT “cont’d”: 
 

ADMINISTRATION: 
Cash Receipts: 

    
   $ 11,427.66 

Cash Disbursements:    $ 17,372.36 

Negative Monthly Cash Flow:    $   5,944.70 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
Cash Receipts: 

 
   $   3,334.00 

Cash Disbursements:    $   1,639.52 

Positive Monthly Cash Flow:    $   1,694.48 
  

PUBLIC WORKS: 
Cash Receipts: 

 
    $            0.00 

Cash Disbursements:     $       443.00 

Negative Monthly Cash Flow:     $       443.00 
 

ACCOUNT BALANCES as of:  FEBRUARY 28, 2012 
 

GENERAL FUND: $   70,799.28 

MUNICIPAL STREET AID $   25,369.48 

SALLIE FUND: $      2,750.41 

EIDE FUND: $      3,694.92 

CAPITAL SCHOOL DISTRICT: $   15,277.69 

FIRE DEPARTMENT: $      3,311.59 

FULTON ST.  09-P-PROG-36 $      1,720.85 

APPLICANT’S (LAND USE): $      2,023.22 

IMPACT (CAPITAL) ACCOUNT: $      4,456.36 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: $   27,438.99 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: $      3,038.69 

LITIGATION: $   20,574.97 

 
A motion to accept the Treasury Report as presented was made by Councilperson Lambertson.   
Councilperson Johnson made a second to the motion and the votes were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

b. Requisitions   
 

REQ. #   DEPARTMENT   EXPENSE TYPE          AMOUNT 
2477   Police Department  Toner Cartridge-Chief’s Printer     $    275.10 
2483   Police Department  Willis Ford-Silver Car; Brakes/Rotors   $1,736.57 
 

A motion to approve the expenditures of the requisitions was made by Councilperson Johnson.   
Councilperson Lambertson - Yes made a second to the motion and the votes were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, March4, 2013 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT “cont’d”: 
c  Audit Status –  Mrs. Callender informed the Acting Mayor and Council that Town Clerk Shadina 
Jones and she met with Mr. Harry Papalaeo on February 26, 2013 in Town Hall.  He explained the 
three different types of audits that we can expect from any auditor. 
 

1.  Unqualified Opinion – this is the top of the line audit, because it considers all aspects of the 
accounting and financial processes, including present value and depreciation. 

2. Qualified Opinion – only confirms  the debts and debtors of the Town. 
3. Adverse Opinion – is the bottom rung of the audit ladder.  And will be the opinion that we will 

have to receive if we don’t employ the GASB34 audit process. 
 

The GASB34 process is a new auditing requirement to inventory existing Town streets and roads and to 
determine their present value at the time of the audit and in future yearly audits the value is 
depreciated.   The present value of the streets must be determined by an engineering firm and our 
Town Engineer will conduct the inventory and valuation for us.  Mr. Wilkes expects to complete the 
valuation by the end of the week of March 8, 2013.  Following receipt of the present value of the streets, 
a representative of Papalaeo is prepared to meet with our Town Clerk and begin the audit process if the 
Council approves. 
 

Councilperson Callender made a motion to accept and approve Resolution 12-05-12-048, which 
appoints Papalaeo, Rosen & Chelf as the Town auditor for fiscal year 2011, for a fee not to exceed 
$7,500.   A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Lambertson and the votes on the motion 
were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
 

TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT: 
a.  Treasurer Callender provided the following update for tax collections as of February 28, 2013:  

 

TAX REPORT:  FISCAL YEAR  2012 - 2013 
 

Total Amount Billed: $ 131,186.40 
     Payments as of:     

07/30/2012:   $39,777.89 
08/27/2012:   $65,726.74  
09/30/2012:   $  5,909.65 
10/31/2012:    $  1,438.08 
11/30/2012:    $  1,949.54 
12/31/2012:    $  1,149.49  
01/31/2013:   $ 1,318.72  
02/28/2013:     $ 2,037.75 
03/31/2013  
04/30/2013  
05//31/2013  
06/30/2013  

 

Total Payments Received as of 02/28/2013:   $119,307.86  
Payments Due:    $   11,878.54 
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Monthly Town Council Meeting 
Monday, March4, 2013 
 
 

TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT “cont’d”: 

Secretary/Treasurer Callender explained to the Acting Mayor and Council that a typographical error 
was made on the Tax Report and it would be corrected in the minutes.   A motion was made by  
Councilperson Lambertson to accept the February Tax Report, with the necessary corrections, and a 
second was rendered by Councilperson Johnson.  The votes on the motion were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

b.  Delinquent Tax Status by Year – the Secretary/Treasurer also presented a copy of a delinquent 
tax report to the Acting Mayor and Council and explained that it did not coordinate with the 
monthly report.  In addition, she explained that there are errors inherent in the Tax program 
that can only be fixed by starting the tax records over and she suggests that eventually the 
Town purchases a web based system. 

 
 

Police Department Report – Chief Christopher Workman: 
a.  Formal Swearing in Ceremony of New Police Chief 

Acting Mayor Bob Sine moved the Formal Swearing In Ceremony of Christopher Workman as the  
new Police Chief from New Business to the first item of the Police Department Report and asked  
Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender to perform the swearing in. 
 

Mrs. Callender requested the guest of the Chief to hold the Bible and requested Chief Workman to  
orally state the oath of office, which he did.  At the conclusion of the swearing in, Mrs. Callender  
explained that the Council had spent considerable time, resources and energy before making  
their selection and that it appears that they had done an excellent job in his selection. 
 

When asked for comments, Chief Workman stated that it has been his dream to be a Police Chief  
and he feels that he fits well with the Town.  It is his future intent to reach out to residents  
through the Town newsletter and individual contacts, as it is his plan to always be accessible and  
make the Town much safer.   His long term goal is to increase the size of the Department to assist  
in improving Town safety. 

 
 

b. February Monthly Report–  Chief Workman then provided the monthly Police  
     Department report as follows: 

                                                                                              
     CRIMINAL ARREST BREAKDOWN:         REPORTED CRIMES: 
          Drugs      3      Suspicious Activity            1 
          Weapons Arrest  2                             Fugitive Arrests            10 
          Fugitive Arrest      10                     Property/Welfare Checks   21   
                       Traffic Violations                6  
          TOTAL         15      Alarms                    4 
                                                Other Crimes                     12
                             Domestics                                     5 
                       Accidents               4 
                       Drugs                      4 
                        Illegal Dumping             1 
                         Assist DSP                                     3 
                       TOTAL        71 
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Police Department Report “continued”: 
c.  Vehicle Policing in Developments – the Chief reported that the offices of the Attorney General 

and the Justice of the Peace have confirmed that it is legal for our Town Police Department to 
enforce vehicle operation laws in privately or corporately owned developments as well as in 
Town.   

 

Therefore the Police Department will begin doing so, first in Fox Pointe, (Ms. Martha Scott has 
been aware and asked to inform residents in Fox Pointe), then in Parkers Run and then in other 
applicable developments.   
 

All developments will be given a 60 day grace period, at which time violators will be given 
warnings.  After the grace period, all confirmed violators will be ticketed appropriately. 
 

d.   Grants Updates – funds allocated for both the Sallie and Edie grants were received on Monday, 
March 4, 2013.  The changes have been added to the initial report. 

 

e.  Business Contacts – Chief Workman will begin delivering contact information requests to Town 
business owners on Tuesday, March 5, 2013.  The receipt of this information will permit the 
Department to improve its efficiency and effectiveness in responding to their police needs. 
 

f.  Significant Events –  
(1) Corporal Simms confiscated a .22 caliber derringer handgun in association with a routine 

traffic stop.  The violator was remitted to Vaughn Correctional and held on a $5,501 secured 
bail. 

(2) Corporal Simms during a stop for exceeding the posted speed limit, took an individual into 
custody for the possession of marijuana; possession of drug paraphernalia and traffic 
offenses.   The violator was arraigned and released on a $3,600 unsecured bond. 

 
A motion was made by Councilperson Johnson to accept the Police Department report as submitted and 
Councilperson Lambertson made a second to the motion.  The votes on the motion were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
 

Cheswold Fire Department Report – Fireman Neese: 

Mr. Neese acknowledged and welcomed the new faces at the meeting and provided them with the 
following information: 
 

a.  Volunteer Fire Departments save the State approximately $280M a year in expenses. 
b. Each independent Fire House saves the State and County approximately $3M. 
c. If residents had to support a paid department then their property taxes would be 4 or 5 times 

greater than they are currently. 
d. The yearly ambulance fund drive is set to begin. 
e. Some ambulance employees are paid, but it costs approximately $300,000 a year to run the 

service. 
f. The ambulance service made a 1,700 runs last year. 
g. He encouraged everyone to get ready for the storm by stocking up on supplies early and warned 

everyone not to drive unless absolutely necessary. 
h. He also encouraged everyone to be thankful for the Fire Department. 
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Public Works Report – Mayor Donald Tinari: 
As Mayor Tinari was not present, the Public Works Department Report was tabled. 
 
 

Planning Commission Report – Chairperson Dennis Coker: 
As Chairperson Coker was not present, the Planning Commission Report was tabled. 
 
 

Old Business: 
a. Banquet Dinner Status – Ms. Sonia Gassaway 

As Chairperson Gassaway was not present, the Banquet Dinner Status Report was tabled. 
 

b. Emergency Operations Plan Review, (pgs. 11-20) – Councilperson Sherry Lambertson  

As the Mayor was not present and none of the Councilpersons had reviewed the pages, the 
Emergency Operations Plan Review was tabled. 
 

c. Town Resident Summertime Bar-b-que/Picnic – Councilperson Theon Callender 

Mrs. Callender reported that the following persons had committed to working on the project, 
besides herself: 

Town Clerk Shadina Jones 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson  

Ms. Brittney Lambertson  
 

She also stated that Mrs. Shannon Santos had volunteered to assist the Committee as needed or 
when her personal schedule for her children will allow.  There are a couple of other persons to be 
asked before the committee will begin active planning. 
 

d.  Employee Agreement Contract for Mr. Robert Ridgeway – Councilperson Theon Callender 
Mrs. Callender stated that Mr. Ridgeway had reviewed the Employment Agreement to hire him as a 
part time Maintenance Engineer for $11.50 per hour and to not exceed 79 work hours per month.  
The agreement also does not provide any medical, dental or pension benefits. 
 

Councilperson Lambertson made a motion to approve the agreement contract as presented and 
with a second from Councilperson Johnson, the votes on the motion were as follows: 
  

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

New Business : 
a.  Agenda for Town Council Workshop – March 19, 2013 

(1)  M-1 Status/Land Use Ordinance – Chairperson Dennis Coker, Planning Commission 
(2) Emergency Operations Plan Review, (pgs. 11 – 20) – Councilperson Sherry Lambertson  
(3) Safety Manual Review – Councilperson Theon Callender 

(4) Water System for Old Town – Mayor Donald Tinari 
(5) Banquet Dinner Status Report – Ms. Sonia Gassaway 
(6) Summertime Bar-b-que Picnic Report – Councilperson Theon Callender 
(7) Police Department – Chief Chris Workman 

A. Grant Updates 
B. Department Updates 
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New Business “continued” : 
b.    2013 Election Status – Acting Mayor Bob Sine 
   In the absence of Mayor Tinari, Acting Mayor Bob Sine informed that at the direction of the Kent  
 County Election Board, there will not be an election held in 2013, to fill the three, (3), Council  
 seats becoming vacant on April 1, 2013.   
 

  As a result of only three, (3), candidates applying to run for the positions, by the posted  
 submission date, there is no need for an election. 
 

  The three, (3), candidates who will serve on the Council form 2013 to 2015 are: 
 

Mr. Robert Sine – Current Vice Mayor 
Ms. Sherry Lambertson – Current Councilperson 

Mr. Justin Curley – New Councilperson 
 

 They will be sworn into office at the Monthly Town Council meeting to be held on  Monday,  
April 1,  2013, in the Cheswold Fire Hall. 

 
 

Community/Comments & Concerns: 
a. Nothing to Report 

 

 

Council Member Comments: 
a. Councilperson Sam Callender – reported that DelDOT is in the process of performing an audit 

on past road project programs performed in the Town.   
 

She also reported that Knight’s Carpet has gone out of business and the property is on sale for 
$795,000.  The property is zoned C-1and a potential buyer has inquired about the specifics for 
obtaining permission for conditional use of the property.  The process was explained to him and 
pending a response. 

 

b.  Councilperson Mildred Johnson – stated profusely that she is pleased with the information 
being received from Chief Workman about his progress and that of Corporal Simms.  She also 
expressed at length her pleasure that the Chief talks to the Council and displays an openness 
and interest in the Council and the Police Department.  The Council and the Acting Mayor 
agreed. 
 

c. Councilperson Sherry Lambertson  – Nothing to Report 
 
 

Mayor’s Comments: 
Acting Mayor Sine reported that the Council possessed high expectations for the Chief and the 
Department and that currently the Council is pleased with  their decision and his performance. 
 
 

Adjournment: 
At 8:15 p.m., Councilperson made a motion to adjourn and with a second from Councilperson 
Lambertson  and the votes on the motion to adjourn were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes   Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson - Yes 

 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 


