
 
 
Town of Cheswold        State of De                    State of Delaware 
           1856                                                                                                               1787 
 
 
 

 
Town of Cheswold 

Minutes of the Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday – October 15, 2013  

6:00 p.m. 
Cheswold Town Hall 

 
 
 

The following persons were in attendance: 
 

Mayor Donald Tinari  
Vice-Mayor Robert Sine 

Secretary/Treasurer & Councilperson Theon Callender 
Councilperson Mildred Johnson 

 Councilperson Sherry Lambertson   
 
  
Town Employees:  Chief Christopher Workman 
 
# of Cheswold Residents Present = 0 
 
#of Visitors = 0 
 
 

NOTICE: 
Notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the Delaware Open Meetings Act, by it being 
properly posted on October 8, 2013, as required by FOIA.  Copies of the agenda were posted on the 
Official Bulletin Board outside the Cheswold Town Hall, in the local Post Office, in the Fox Pointe 
Development and a meeting notice on the Official Web Site for the Town of Cheswold, at 
http://cheswold.delaware.gov; and was filed with the Clerk of the Town of Cheswold.  In addition, 
copies of the agenda were available for pick-up in the Town Hall. 
 
 
 

MEETING: 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Don Tinari at 6:10 pm and was immediately followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.  
 
 
 

ROLL CALL: 
At the request of the Mayor, Secretary/Treasurer Callender called the roll of the Council members and 
attendance was confirmed as noted above.   A quorum of members was presented to the Mayor and the 
meeting continued. 
 

Delaware 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting  
Tuesday, October 15, 2013  
 
 
AGENDA REVIEW: 
Mayor Tinari requested the Council to review the agenda and to make a motion to accept as presented 
or to revise.   Councilperson Sherry Lambertson made a motion to accept the agenda as presented.  
Councilperson Mildred Johnson made a second to the motion and the votes were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes  Councilperson Mildred Johnson –Yes                  
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes            Vice Mayor Bob Sine -Yes                   

  
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

Note:  As a result of the Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting being cancelled, due to inclement 
weather, the format of the monthly meetings and the agenda for the monthly meeting was followed. 

 
 
 
 
 

Review of Previous Month’s Minutes: 
At the request of the Mayor, the Council reviewed the following minutes of the previous month: 

October 15, 2013 – Town Council Monthly Meeting 
September 17, 2013 – Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 

 
Councilperson Mildred Johnson made a motion to accept all the minutes as presented and 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson made a second to the motion.  The votes on the motion were as 
follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
a. and b.   Secretary/Treasurer Callender presented the Treasury Report, for both August and 

September, 2013, as follows: 
 

TOWN of CHESWOLD: AUGUST SEPTEMBER 
CASH RECEIPTS:           $ 49,805.56 $ 82,497.54 

CASH DISBURSEMENTS:    $ 42,253.82 $ 28,204.30 
POSITIVE  MONTHLY CASH FLOW:    $    7,551.74 $ 54,293.34 

 
ADMINISTRATION: 

Cash Receipts: 
    
   $ 42,692.06 

 
$ 76,326.14 

Cash Disbursements:    $ 29,547.27 $ 24,241.00 
Positive Monthly Cash Flow:    $ 13,144.79 $ 52,085.14 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT “cont’d”: 
 
                  AUGUST     SEPTEMBER 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
Cash Receipts: 

 
   $   6,263.50 

 
$  6,071.40 

Cash Disbursements:    $ 11,939.02 $  3,809.10 
Negative/Positive Monthly Cash 

Flow: 
    
    $   5,675.52 

 
$  2,262.30 

 
 

  

PUBLIC WORKS: 
Cash Receipts: 

 
    $       850.00 

 
$   100.00 

Cash Disbursements:     $       767.53 $   154.20 
Positive Monthly Cash Flow:     $         82.47 $     54.20 

 
 
 

   ACCOUNT BALANCES as of:  OCTOBER 150, 2013 
 

GENERAL FUND: $   99,709.68 
MUNICIPAL STREET AID $   18,679.04 

SALLIE FUND: $          182.78 
EIDE FUND: $      1,864.66 

CAPITAL SCHOOL DISTRICT: $   15,282.17 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: $      3,313.54 
DELDOT PROJECTS: $             81.51 

APPLICANT’S (LAND USE): $      2,024.40 
IMPACT (CAPITAL) ACCOUNT: $      6,974.68 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: $   30,437.20 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: $      3,175.89 

LITIGATION: $   19,130.98 
 
A motion to approve the Treasury Report as presented was made by Councilperson Sherry 
Lambertson and with a second from Councilperson Mildred Johnson, the votes on the motion were 
as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
 

c.  Requisitions 
 
Requistion # Vendor        Product       Price   To be Paid By: 
      1599   Staples        Toner Cartridges    $  331.99  General Fund 

2530   Precision Locker Company  Pistol Locker     $  400.25  Violent Crimes 
      2531   DELL         Laptop Computer    $1,572.56 Violent Crimes 
      2539   IACP         Conference Registration $   350.00 Violent Crimes 
      2542   Monaco Hotel      Housing-IACP Conf.   $1,097.00 Violent Crimes 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT “cont’d”: 

 
A motion to approve all the requisitions as presented was made by Vice-Mayor Bob Sine.   
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson made a second to the motion and the votes were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
 

d.  Proposed Purchases 
Mrs. Callender presented options to the Council for the purchase of a door to compensate for the 
missing door on the Town tractor acquired by Chief Workman through the LESO program.   Vice-
Mayor Bob Sine made a motion to approve the purchase of a replacement door and Councilperson 
Sherry Lambertson provide a second to the motion.   The votes on the motion were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

 
 
 
e.  Status Reports 

(1)  Capital School Account – Mrs. Callender reported that a decision remains to be made on how 
to disperse the acquired funds in the Capital School Account and that she had spoken to 
Ms. Kay Sass of the School District concerning the situation. 
 
Ms. Sass appreciated the desire for the funds to benefit the school children of the Town of 
Cheswold, but explained that it would be extremely difficult for them to allocate the funds 
toward Cheswold children only. But certainly any donations made would benefit them.   She 
suggested that perhaps the funds could be used to benefit the bus program and she indicated 
that the District would be interested in receiving the total amount of the funds. 
 
Mayor Tinari stated that the intent of the Ordinance was that the funds be donated to the 
School District and they could be used as the School District desired.   Mrs. Callender 
responded that she was not addressing what the original intent of the Ordinance had been, but 
only what was written and passed.   The Mayor responded that he wrote the Ordinance and he 
knew what the intent was and that he wanted to go on record as not being so shellfish as to 
direct the funds only for the benefit of Cheswold children.   Mrs. Callender responded again 
that she was not challenging the intent but only specifying what was actually written in the 
Ordinance and questioned why the Mayor signed it, if it did not meet the original intent, and 
read a portion of the Ordinance as follows:  “…….said funds collected shall only be used for the 
planned and identified capital improvements benefitting the Town of Cheswold.”   
 
After additional discussion, Vice Mayor Bob Sine made a motion to relinquish the total amount 
of the funds to the Capital School District and to thus close the bank account.   Mrs. Callender 
made a second to the motion and the votes were as follows: 
 
Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT “cont’d”: 

 
e.   Status Reports “cont’d” 

(2)  Balloon Payment Re-financing – is still pending a response from M&T Bank.  Mayor Tinari 
asked for the balance amount that was being re-financed.   Mrs. Callender responded 
approximately $150,000. 

 
Note:  Subsequent to the meeting, Mrs. Callender determined that the amount to be re-financed 
as of October 15, 2013 is $140,788.77. 
 

(3)  2011 – 2012 Audit – is complete.  Copies were forwarded to all Council members and M&T 
Bank, in reference to the re-financing application. 

 
 
 
Tax Collector’s Report: 
 
a.   Treasurer Callender provided the following report for the Month of September, 2013: 

 
TAX REPORT:  FISCAL YEAR  2013 - 2014 

 
Total Amount Billed: $ 131,734.80 
 
     Payments as of:     

Month Ending Bank Deposit Software Deposit Difference 
07/31/2013: $32,765.51 $33,880.06 ($1,114.55) 
08/31/2013: $33,650.08 $50,681.03 ($17,010.95) 
09/30/2013: $49,682.80 $42,781.21 $  6,901.59 
10/31/2013:    
11/30/2013:    
12/31/2013:    
01/31/2014:    
02/28/2014:    
03/31/2014    
04/30/2014    
05//31/2014    
06/30/2014    

 
Total Payments Received as of 09/30/2013:   $ 116,098.39 

Payments Due:    $   15,636.41 
 

 
b.  Lien Status – Delinquent Property Taxes – Mrs.  Callender reported that the following 

property information was forwarded to Town Attorney Fred Townsend along with the request 
for him to begin lien proceedings against the property owners: 

                                          (1)                                                       (2) 
Address:  30 New Street      42 Boggs Run 
PIDN:              20656                                                  75257 
Owner:  Estate of Wilbur E. Smith   Deanna Mebane 
Amt. Due:   $150.00                           $3,181.81            Due as of October 1, 2013 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 
 
Police Department Report – Chief Christopher Workman 
 

a.  Announcements 
(1)  Fire Prevention Day – Saturday, October 12, 2013, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, at the 

Cheswold Fire Company, 371 Main Street, Cheswold. 
(2) National Take Back Initiative – Saturday, October 26, 2012, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, at 

the Cheswold Town Hall, 691 Main Street, Cheswold. 
 

b.  Grants 
(1)  Violent Crimes – has been approved and currently being spent. 
(2) SALLE/EDIE 2014 – have been submitted nd approvals are expected before the next 

Council meeting. 
(3) Wal-mart – provided a $100.00 donation card and it has been used to purchase candy for 

distribution to the children of Cheswold for Halloween. 
 

c.  Income and Budget Items- 1st Quarter Report 
(1)  Court Payments - in the amount of $14, 688.40, as of October 150, 2013, have been 

receipted. 
(2) Budget Items - $10, 701.43 of the budget which equates to 1/3 of the budget have 

expended to date, as follows: 
• $7,406.38 – final lease payment on Crown Vic 
• $1,646.86 – vehicle fuel 
• $1,648.19 – other miscellaneous items  

 
d.  Training – fall firearms qualifications are being scheduled for the coming months and will be 

completed with the partnership of the Clayton Police Department. 
 

e. Traffic Summons – the total for the month of September, 2013 is 124. 
 

f.  LESO Program – has benefitted the Town through the acquisition of supplies worth well over 
$138,000 and includes some of the following: 
(1)  Hummer 
(2) John Deere Tractor w/snow plow 
(3) Winter Jackets and Pants 
(4) Crimescope 
(5) Nikon Camera 
(6) Noise Level Meters 
 
The items have been acquired at no charge to the Town and the Town has also been offered a 
steel storage container from the Delaware City Police Department.   The Chief stated that there 
is enough room in the container to install storage shelves and to provide additional room for 
other LESO acquisitions and for Town excess storage requirements.   He requested permission 
to place the container in the park. 
 
A motion was made by Vice Mayor Bob Sine and seconded by Councilperson Theon Callender to 
proceed with acquiring the storage container and placing in the Town park.   The votes on the 
motion were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 
 
Police Department Report – “continued” 

g.  Monthly Incident Report – SEPTEMBER, 2013 
 
911 Disconnects = 1 Found Property = 1 Repossessions = 1 
Accidents = 2 Fugitives = 1 Sex Crimes = 1 
Alarms = 4  Megan’s Law = 0 Suspicious Persons = 1 
Alcohol Violations = 1 Mental Patient = 1 Suspicious Vehicles = 0 
Assaults = 3 Missing Person = 2 Thefts = 2 
Assist Other Agencies = 8 Noise Complaint = 1 Traffic Hazards = 1 
Court Violations = 3 Offensive Touching =1 Traffic Violations = 10 
Criminal Mischief = 1  Property Checks = 13 Trepass = 2 
Disorderly= 1  Public Assistance = 9  Vehicles – Abandoned = 0 
Domestics = 8  Relays =0 Welfare Checks = 2 

COMPLETE 
     

 

Cheswold Fire Company Report  
Per Mayor Tinari, the Fire Company representative, Mr. Neese was not aware that there was a meeting 
and was not available to attend.  However, he desired everyone to know that a Fire Prevention 
presentation would be held at the Fire Hall on Saturday and that the second requests for donations 
were being mailed. 
 
 

Public Works Report  
a.   Town Hall Parking Lot – Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 

Town Engineer Tom Wilkes is continuing to work on obtaining permitting from the Kent 
Conservation District for sediment and storm-water management.   This may take a while and 
the curb cut permit from DelDOT cannot be obtained until the Kent Conservation District 
permit is obtained. 

PENDING 
 

b.  Ordinances vs. Violation Letters – Councilperson Sherry Lambertson 
Ms. Lambertson stated that she was going to suggest that the Council consider adopting 
the 2012 ICC codes, but after consulting with Town Code Enforcement Officer  
Doug Burns decided that it would be in the best interest of the Town to continue to 
adhere to the previously adopted 2006 ICC codes. 
 
In addition, the revisions to previously approved Ordinances, (see Item “c” below), have 
been completed along with the associated letters and she has drafted several other 
proposed Ordinances for review by Council and Mr. Burns. 

COMPLETE 
 

c.  Revisions to Public Works & Police Department Ordinances –  
Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 

The Council reviewed the changes to the following Ordinances and agreed that they should be 
added to the proposed Public Hearing,. 

• Ord. #08-11-11-013  Vehicle Ordinance 
• Ord. #02-15-13-040  Trash Ordinance 
• Ord. #10-21-033 Grass Ordinance 

   It was also agreed to add the Curfew for Minor Ordinance #08-20-13-020 to the Public Hearing. 
COMPLETE 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 
 

Planning Commission Report – Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
a. Status of Land Use Ordinance per Max Walton, Esquire – Coleman Property 

Mrs. Callender reported that Mr. Walton had participated in a conference call with Judge Vaughn 
and the Central Delaware Business Park Attorney Mark Dunkle on Tuesday, October 2, 2013.  
Mr. Walton and Mr. Dunkle were instructed by the judge to confer and to consolidate our 
request with the old case.   He also instructed that all the property owners in the Business Park 
be made aware of our request. 
 
Mr. Walton stated that at some point the judge will provide a stipulated, (concession by both 
parties), order of how the court will rule. 
 
Evidently, the Business Park owners have informed the property owners of our request because 
one of the property owners informed the Town of his agitation at our efforts.   However, our 
Planning Commission Chairperson Dennis Coker spoke to the property owner and explained our 
request in detail and the property owner accepted the explanation and understood that our 
request will not affect his zoning code. 

PENDING 
 
 

b.  Budget Increase Request for  Land Use Ordinance Case - Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
Mrs. Callender also informed the Council that the prior approved expense limit for the Land Use 
case is going to be reached shortly and there are remains pending issues and work to be done on 
the case. 
 
A motion to continue paying Mr. Walton, in excess of the previously $20,000 for this case, if it is 
requested, was made by Vice Mayor Bob Sine.   And with a second from Councilperson Sherry 
Lambertson, the votes on the motion were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

CLOSED 
 

 
 
Old Business: 

a. Credit Card Implementation  – Mayor Donald Tinari 
The Mayor provided Council members with a folder containing additional information about the   
 proposed credit card system.  He also provided the following information about the system; 
 

• The agreement can be cancelled at any time after the first thirty, (30), days 
• For a cancellation, only the equipment would need to be returned 
• The average minimum fee of $125.00 will be split between M&T Bank, the Processor and 

the Bank Card Provider 
• If the minimum charge is not maintained, then there will be a $25.00 fee charged to the 

Town per month for any month the minimum charge is not maintained 
 

     Mayor Tinari promised that if the Council does not approve the system at the next Town Council  
     meeting, he will drop the request. 

PENDING 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
 
 

 

Old Business “cont’d”: 
b.  Fulton Street & Coleman Property - Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 

This is now a non-issue, as Mr. Coleman has already placed the home in question on his Kent 
County property. 

CLOSED 
 
 

a.  Tidewater/Stonington - Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
Mrs.  Callender reported that she informed Tidewater that their only requirement for drilling a 
test well on the Stonington property is that the contractor conducting the drilling is required to 
obtain and possess a Town of Cheswold Business License. 
 
She also stated that she has heard nothing else about the Stonington property from Davis, 
Bowen & Friedel Engineering. 

CLOSED 
 
 
 
New Business : 

a.  Resolution for Public Hearing – Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
        A motion was made by Vice Mayor Bob Sine to approve Resolution #09-23-13-051, to hold a  
        Public Hearing to receive public comment on the following: 

• Revision of Ord. #08-11-11-013  Vehicle Ordinance 
• Revision of Ord. #02-15-13-040  Trash Ordinance 
• Revision of Ord. #10-21-033 Grass Ordinance 
• Passage of Ord. #08-20-13-020 Curfew of Minors Ordinance 
• Various Revisions of Land Use Ordinance  (see attached)  

Councilperson Sherry Lambertson made a second to the motion and the votes were as follows: 
 
Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes         Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 

 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

COMPLETE 
 
 

      b. Vacant Administrative Positions – Mayor and Council 
       Mrs. Callender was directed by the Council to post notices on the Town website; Post Office; 
            Fox Pointe and Town Hall Bulletin Boards of the need for volunteers to fill vacant positions on  
            the Town Council and Planning Commission. 
COMPLETE 

 
 

      c.  Revised FOIA Policy - Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender 
      The Council was requested by Mrs. Callender to review the revised Town of Cheswold FOIA  
       policy and to be ready to review and discuss and potentially approve the policy at the November  
       Town Council Workshop meeting. 
PENDING 
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Monthly Town Council Workshop Meeting 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 

 
 

New Business “cont’d”: 
d. PNC Bank Loan - Mayor Donald Tinari 

Mayor Tinari reported that he attempted to contact Mr. Buckworth, V.P., of PNC Bank to discuss 
the potential of the Town obtaining another loan to pay off the additional debt owed by the 
Town for its litigation case.   However, he was informed that Mr. Buckworth had moved on to 
another position, however a Ms. Kathy Lawson has taken his place.   
 
Subsequent to the Mayor’s call to PNC, Ms. Lawson stopped in at Town Hall and met the Mayor 
and the Secretary/Treasurer for a preliminary discussion of the potential of obtaining a loan.   It 
was agreed that the Town would contact her should the decision be made to go forward with a 
loan request. 

 
 

e. Town Council Workshop Agenda; Wednesday, November 6, 2013– Mayor and Council 
        All pending items from this meeting and any new issues that may arise. 

COMPLETE 
 
 

Community/Comments & Concerns: 
Nothing to Report 
 
 
 

Council Member Comments: 
a. Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Nothing to Report 
b. Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Nothing to Report 
c. Secretary/Treasurer Theon Callender - Nothing to Report 
d. Vice Mayor Robert Sine – Nothing to Report 

 
 
 
 

Mayor’s Comments: 
The Mayor informed the Council that there may be a potential candidate to fill the vacant position on 
the Planning Commission and the candidate has promised to forward his resume for consideration by 
the Commission and the Council. 
 
 
 
 
Adjournment: 
Councilperson Theon Callender made a motion to adjourn and with a second from Vice-Mayor Bob 
Sine, the votes on the motion to adjourn were as follows: 
 

Councilperson Theon Callender – Yes      Councilperson Mildred Johnson – Yes 
Councilperson Sherry Lambertson – Yes        Vice Mayor Robert Sine - Yes 
 

The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 7:41 pm. 
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